
CAMP TRAILER 


This portable camp t cill take your 
whole family on week-end trips . 


D O you like to go camping with your 
wife and kids? Or maybe you’re 
the fellow who likes to go hunting or 
fishing? If you are like many others 
the expense of renting a camp or bunga¬ 
low often makes this outdoor pleasure 
prohibitive. 

Mr. Art Harvey of Brockway, Pa., has 
nicely solved this problem. Friday eve¬ 


nings, after work, he wastes no time 
getting home. Cleans up, gets a bite, 
shoos the wife and three kids into the 
car and takes off for a state park or 
some other favorite spot to spend the 
week end. Does he worry about accom¬ 
modations that he will find there? No— 
because behind his car he is pulling a 
camp trailer—one that he has con¬ 
structed in his spare time. 

It isn’t a large trailer, in fact it is 
smaller than the average car N Yet it 
has all the camping conveniences that he 
needs. It is large enough for the whole 


Kitchen canopy iolds up lor easy use. Note Rear o! trailer features ventilator on top. 
space under stove used for table storage. 1 two reflectors, rear light and license plate. 
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family to sleep in. It has a built in 
kitchen, complete with water supply t ice 
box* food compartment, table and chairs* 
stove and a clothes closet. The frailer 
is 10 feet long x 4 feet wide x 4 feet 10 
inches high. It is a perfect trailer for 
a man who wants to travel* or hunt and 
go fishing in. 


The trailer body is constructed en¬ 
tirely out of wood—plywood sides with 
hardwood framing. It has traveled over 
20,000 miles in the last couple of years, 
and it is just as sturdy now as the day it 
was built. 

Start construction with the axle and 
wheel assembly. The I beam should be 
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56 in. long, and be sure the ends are 
square. Take two uprights, 1x4x11-in. 
steel plate, and the two spindles that fit 
the trailer wheels and trim them down 
to 11 inches. 

On the I beam measure in on each end 
4 in, and take the spring you are going 
to use on that side and lay it across the 
I beam so that the outside of the spring 
is on this line. Now take the U bolts 
and slip two of them over the spring, 
and mark as closely as possible where 
the holes are to come. Center punch 
and drill these holes slightly over size 


Interior view of trailer shows the clothes 
closet, access door and left side window. 
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as you will find it hard to 
make a perfectly snug fit. 
Repeat this operation on the 
other end of the beam. When 
these holes are drilled and 
springs are tried, and they fit 
to your satisfaction, remove 
them for the time being. Now 
take the uprights and weld 
one on each end of the I beam. 
After the uprights are welded 
on solidly you weld on the 
braces for added strength. 
The angle iron base frame is 
welded together to give it 
greater strength and dura¬ 
bility. Comers of the frame 
are cut at a 45° angle and 
welded as shown in the draw¬ 
ings. The crosspieces are 
butt welded in place. Their 
location is determined by the 
length of the car springs used 
for the trailer. 

After the crosspieces are 
butt welded into place, the 
6-in. triangular plates are 
clamped inside the angle 
formed by the crosspieces 
and the angle iron sides. 
The triangular plates are 
then welded into place. These 
plates go where the spring 
mounts are to be bolted to. 
Set the springs into place and 
mark and drill the mounting 
holes on the plates. Now, 
take the 3-in. channel iron 
and weld it directly in the 
center of the frame. Measure 
back from the end of the 
tongue a distance of 12 in. 
and with your torch burn a 
IV 4 in. hole in the center of 
the channel iron. This is 
where your trailer jack will 
go. 

Drill the holes that will 
hold the 2x4 hardwood frame 
to the angle iron trailer 
frame. With a power drill, 
drill a number of j^-in. 
holes through the. angle iron 
frame; this also includes the 
two crosspieces. The holes 
can be drilled about 18 to 24 
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in, apart. You now have the frame 
ready for the hardwood frame and ply¬ 
wood bed. The comers of the hard¬ 
wood sides and ends are cut at 45°. These 
pieces are then clamped on to the frame 
for a good f even fit* 

After the plywood floor is cut and at¬ 
tached to the frame paste the linoleum 
piece down on the plywood bed. The 
linoleum doesn’t necessarily have to be 
a new piece as it is used for damp proof¬ 
ing the trailer and makes cleaning and 
scrubbing the bed a simple matter. The 
wheels can now be put on the trailer 
bed. 

The trailer jack is next* Secure the 
1 long bolt; mill or grind a 

in. flat on the entire length of one side 
of it. This flat face is for locking the jack 
in place so that it will not unscrew while 
the trailer is in motion; see detail draw¬ 
ing for correct procedure. 


LARGE-SCALE PLANS 

will greatly simplify construction. 
Send $1.00 to Mechanix Illustrated 
Plans Service, Fawcett Building, 
Fawcett Place, Greenwich, Conn. 
Specify Plan No. HJ-26, Trailer. 



Compact arrangement ot kitchen area shows 
store. Ice box, water tap, storage drawers. 


The jack dolly can be secured through 
your hardware dealer* It is welded to 
the end of the bolt* Take the l^-in* nut 
and drill a hole through it as shown. The 
hole is to be large enough to receive the 
V 4 -m. locking pin* 

Screw the bolt into the nut so that 
the dolly rests on the floor. When you 
are satisfied with the way it sets take 
the ¥ 4 -in. rod and bend it into a 
crank and weld it to the top of the 
screw* [Continued on page 183] 

































































Camp Trailer 

[Continued from page 125) 



Interior view shows bunk arrangement. Al¬ 
though not spacious, it will sleep a small family. 


If you wish to buy the trailer jack you 
will possibly find an ad in this magazine 
where you can purchase one. That also 
goes for the trailer hitch as it is best to 
buy a hitch and be on the safe side. 

The two pieces of 1-in. chain are welded 
about 3 in. from the end of the tongue, one 
on each side of the channel iron; the ends of 
these chains are to be fastened to the back 
bumper of the car. A heavy duty chain 
snap is welded to the end of each chain. 
If you do not have the right type of back 
bumper it would be a good idea to fasten 
heavy duty eyes to clamp the chain snaps 
to. This is very important because if the 
trailer hitch happens to come lose while 
you are traveling the safety chains will 
hold it in place. 

The easiest way to construct the trailer 
cabin is to lay out the plywood sides and 
cut them to the desired shape. After this 
is done the lx3-in. hardwood frame can be 
laid out and cut to fit the sides. Follow the 
drawings for dimensions and details. 

Build the clothes closet next. This can 
[Contintwd oti page 184] 



SPOT TROUBLE 
fr starts! 


. Supplement warning 

tights with universal-mounting 


Accessory Gouges 


BY STEW ART-WARNER 


You need more than warning lights for safe, 
efficient operation of your ear’s engine. A gen¬ 
erator warning light only indicates that the 
generator is working, and an oil-pressure 
warning light tells you when the oil pressure 
is dangerously low. But with quality Stewart- 
Warner Gauges you always know your exact 
oil pressure—your exact amperage reading. 

Stewart-Warner offers a comple te line of 
gauges for every purpose—for cars, trucks 
buses, tractors, boats and stationary engines. 

Sw yoitf dealer or vrtite ■ 


STEUIART-UIRRIIER 

Instrument Division 

Dept. V-44, 1040 DinfHf Pork**?, Chkoge 14, Illinois 



rate * raet! Not only E* It poulble to figure 
tbe angle of cat and length of ran, but when 
jim urrlv* ml the solution, year framing rale 
Jb folded! ready for mark I os. Yon need no 
other took . . . and we will guarantee that 
In a very short time you will be figuring com¬ 
plicated bouse fra to I os problems, faster, more 
accurately than you have ever believed 

poraibi*. Retail* at S2.95 


Pf«» wn d mi htotofur* on the Master Framing 
Rule. 

r toco) hardware dealer i* , ,.,... 


You Need No Tools 

fll® (BU 996) 
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Camp Trailer 

[Continued from page 183] 


be constructed as shown, or to suit your 
individual requirements. 

When building the kitchen partitions be 
sure to measure each piece’s location be¬ 
fore you cut it to size. 

You will note that the four sides of the 
ice box are 22te in. high; front and back 
are 16 in. wide, the top sides 10 in. wide* 
Before nailing the front on, lay out the food 
compartment door and cut it out. Do not 
nail in the plywood bottom until the sheet 
metal core and bottom insulation is in¬ 
stalled. 

Lay out the ice box sheet metal piece 
for the back and top sides. When you have 
this piece cut and bent as shown, the rest 
of the pieces will not give you any serious 
trouble. The upper front piece is cut and 
soldered in place. Be sure that the entire 
length of each joint is soldered. Next, the 
bottom is cut and soldered into place. 

The ice compartment is built last. It is 
made from a piece of 16-gauge sheet metal. 
This is a heavier gauge as the ice will set 
here and it will be subject to some sliding 
around while the trailer is in motion. 

The S^xlS-in* piece of corrugated metal 
is placed on the bottom of the ice com¬ 
partment; the cake of ice will rest on this. 
Since the metal is corrugated it will pro¬ 
vide an easy escape for the melted ice 
water, also keep the drain from being 
covered over and trapping the water. You 
can now solder the copper tubing in place 
allowing it to stick out a couple of inches 
through the bottom of the ice box. 

Depending on the kind of material you 
use, you may find it easier to install the 
core in the wood shell first and then put 
in the insulating material. 

Cut and bend the sheet metal of the ice 
box door as shown. For insulating cork or 
some similar material can be used* Fasten 
the sheet metal with small wood screws; 
the rubber seal is either glued or nailed 
into place* 

Before cutting the above pieces to size, 
set the ice box on the kitchen cabinet base 
on the left side and snug against the trailer 
side. This is a temporary set up only for 
measuring purposes. The distance should 
be 31 in. from the right side of the trailer to 
ice box. This is the space that the kitchen 
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cabinet is to occupy* If the distance is 
other than 31 in. then you must cut the 
kitchen cabinet pieces accordingly. The 
height will not change. 

The water tank goes behind the ice box. 
A tank of galvanized sheet metal of the 
right dimensions can either be made or 
purchased. At the base of the tank on the 
right side drill a Vz in. hole and solder a 
in. piece of copper tubing* Make the 
tubing long enough to clear the edge of the 
kitchen base. The copper tubing is bent 
so that it will line up with the hole in the 
kitchen cabinet upright. Solder a threaded 
fitting to the end of the tubing and screw on 
the faucet. 

After all parts of your trailer are con¬ 
structed and installed, and the outside 
painted with a good outdoor paint, you will 
find that you have a really compact week¬ 
end trailer that will soon repay in pleasure 
the time and money spent on it. * 


Photography Today 

[Continued from page 155] 
bottom of your camera? The tripod hole 
never seems to be where it was the last 
time you used the camera. If you think it 
hasn’t moved around, just take a look at 
the scratches near the tripod socket! A 
gadget to eliminate this frustrating and un¬ 
dignified behavior is the Zip-Grip manu¬ 
factured by Burleigh Brooks of 10 West 
40th Street, New York City* 

The Zip-Grip consists of two parts—a 
small button about a quarter-inch thick, 
as wide as a half-dollar, with a ^4x20 stud 
in the middle. This part is screwed into 
the tripod socket of the camera and left 
there permanently. The other part of the 
Zip-Grip is screwed to the tripod. 

To secure the camera to the tripod, a 
small lever on the tripod half is pushed, 
opening a set of jaws. The camera, with 
the mating half on the bottom, is then 
placed within the jaws and the lever 
pushed to the closed position. 

Presto, your camera is locked to the 
tripod with nary a wiggle between camera 
and tripod. • 

—R. B. 

August, 1956 
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